INTRODUCTION
Scolebythus madecassus was described by Evans (1963) from a single female taken by Wulsin at Mandritsara, Madagascar. It is the monotype of the genus Scolebythus, which in turn is the type genus of family Scolebythidae, a small and rare taxon related to Bethylidae, containing two other monotypic genera in additioxl to Scolebythus: Clystopsenella (widespread in Brasil) and Ycaploca (South Africa and Australia). Females and males were known for all of these genera except Scolebythus, in which only the female holotype has been collected until now (Evans 1963 , Nagy 1975 , Day 1977 .
During February 1977 , one of us (WLB) found six living specimens of Scolebythus madecassus in a single small piece of rotten wood in disturbed rain forest along the road south from Andasibb (formerly Pbrinet), Madagascar, about km from the railroad station and hotel. One of the females among these has been compared with the holotype (MCZ) by WLB, and is considered to be conspecific.
The collection was made at about 14.00 hr, just at the beginning of a heavy thundershower, on a heavily shaded part of the forest the wasp stayed still, clinging to the wall of the chamber, but when picked out with finger and thumb, it stung the thumb, producing a sting about like that of a honeybee in intensity of pain and duration. For a few seconds the wasp eluded capture and ran slowly over the captor's hands, without attempting to fly. It was soon put into alcohol. Evans 1977) .
Next
There is also the remote possibility that Scolebvthus is at some relatively advanced stage of presocial behavior. The unfortunate circumstance that much of the contents of the stick were dropped and lost prevents us from knowing whether eggs or small brood, or possible small prey, may have been present. One of the females, chosen at random, was dissected, and the ovaries proved to contain a number of elongate ova. It seems useless to speculate further about these matters without more evidence, but it is worth emphasizing that the kind of aggregation observed is unusual and should be investigated from the life-history and behavioral points of view.
STING APP'ARATUS (Figs. 1-6)
The following description is based on a single specimen, prepared as described in Kugler (1978 (Figs. 3, 6 ) 2-segmented, both parts well sclerotized and with numerous trichoid and basiconic sensilla.
The morphology of the Scolebythus madecassus sting apparatus supports the close association of the Scolebythidae with the Bethylidae (Evans, 1963; Brothers, 1975) , rather than with Sapygidae or Anthoboscinae (Evans, 1963) . The presence of a furcula and postincision (incisura postarticularis of Oeser), and lack of socii (pygostyles, cerci) separates Scolebythus from the terebrantes (though siricids and some proctotrupids lack socii) (Oeser, 1961, 1962). Then the incomplete closure of the abdomen by the seventh segment and the articulated second valvifer separates Scolebythus from other aculeates, and its half-cone shaped eighth tergum places it more specifically with the Bethylidae, rather than the Cleptidae or Chrysididae (Zander, 1899; Oeser, 1961; Brothers, 1975) . The affinity of the bethylids and Scolebythus can clearly be seen by comparing this description witti that of Cephalonomia sp. (Oeser, 1961:74-75, 119; figs. 101-105) . The degree of internalization of the apparatuses is the same, as are the shapes of the seventh sterna and eighth terga. Also similar are the ninth hemitergites, the first and second valvifers, and the first and second valvulae. Cephalonomia differs in having a more reduced apodeme on the ninth tergum, 1-segmented third valvulae, a distinctly V-shaped furcula, a somewhat differently shaped sting base, and long, narrow processes that extend from the dorsal arm of each second valvifer to the fulcral processes of the sting.
DESCRIPTION OF MALE (Figs. 7-8)
The single male is smaller than any known female, measuring 5.5 mm in length, the fore wings 4.1 mm (body length of the females varies from 7 to 9 mm). Color of body, appendages, and wings similar to female. Mouthparts and clypeus as in female; antennae 13-segmented, very slightly more slender than in female, but similar in length of individual segments and in total length. Temples less well developed than in female, and head not much produced above eye tops, the vertex forming a smooth arc between eye tops. Minimum distance between eyes 1.1 eye height, inner orbits closest near the middle, as in female. Thorax essentially as in female in all details, including legs and wings; scutellum with a well formed basal transverse groove (this is also true in the females; see below).
Abdomen slightly more slender than in female, with 7 distinct segments. Socii (pygostyles) absent; subgenital plate tongue-shaped (Fig. 7) . Aedeagus large, with a pair of acute apical processes; parameres slightly exceeding the aedeagus, slender and somewhat hirsute; volsellae with the cuspis finger-like, digitus expanded and acute lateroapically (Fig. 8) .
The subgenital plate resembles closely that of Clystopsenella longiventris, as figured by Day (1977) . Nagy (1975) appear to lack one element in the volsella, but they are otherwise basically similar. The genitalia of three genera of Scolebythidae thus appear to be very similar and of the basic bethylid type. The lack of socii is also a bethylid feature; these structures appear to be present in most Scolioidea and most other Aculeata.
One further point needs to be made. In the original description of Scolebythus it was stated that the scutellum has a "pair of widely separated, transverse pits". In fact, all specimens in the present series have a transverse groove at the base of the scutellum. The "transverse pits" represent a misinterpretation of the structure of the type specimen of madecassus, where the groove appears to be closed except laterally. This feature cannot be used to separate Scoleb vthus and Ycaploca, as Nagy (1975) presence of a prominence between the eyes and the much shorter malar space in the latter genus.
